BASEBALLSO CK S(FesTIVEKNITTING PATTERN WITHPINSTRIPES
By MEREDITHDAVEY

This is a great knitting project for the ultimate bas@bhakdéasookan be knit in two sizes: a largéarsize
woman who wearsza 8 sha@ a child who wears a size Gvgtioa fochpproximately 9tiches lopgnd a
smaller siZer a woman who wears a size 5%z shoe or a child who wears a size 4 shoe (with a foot approxime

inches long)
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The Natioral NeedieArts
Assocation ®



I have included stitch pattéon26 of the 30 Major League Basebal(Témysre shown at the end.)

Unfortunately, the logos for the Seattle MBloreta,Marlins, Tampa Bay Devil Rays, and Houston Astros are tc
complex to fit into a 10 »slitch space. Yaill note thiaall of the logos apside down; this is deliberate. This is

a topdown sock pattesoyou wi follow the chart from bottom to top (this will make sense once you start knittir
| have also included a blank grid, wouhl like talesign anahi the logo of your favorite minor league or little
league team. (Just remember to designupsididgaun

Here s a list of the materials you will need'

Set of Five
Double-Pointed
Needles

1 Sock yarffingering weight) the your team colo@etsock yaspecflcallyl it typlcall)knlts at about 30
stitches/4 inches, and is about 75% wool aiytb25% ou will need approximately 40Q2/a0dgram
skeins)pf your maicolor (MC), 400 ya(@50 gram skeirmg)your cdrast color (CC), and 400 y@8&6e
gram skeingjyous econd contrast color (CC2), if your te
is as follows:

Chicago Cubs: (M@)ite, (CGBIlue, (CC2Red

New York Mets: (M@Jhite, (CGPBright Blue, (CGQrange
Philadelphia Phillies: (M@iite, (C¢-Red

Colorado Rockies: (M&hite, (CGPurple

Minnesota Twins: (M@ite, (CC) Dark Blue, (C&&d
New York Yankees: (M@ite, (CGPDark Blue

Chicago White Sox: (M@ite, (CGBlack



1 A set of fivBize 0 (2 mmdpublepointedDP)needlefor thdarger sizaset of five Siz@00(1.5nm) double
pointed (DP) needi@sthe smaller sinethe size necessary to obtain the proper gaug€The gauge is
discussed below.)

Fourditch marker$or marking stitches along needles)

One detachable stit@rker (to mark the beginning of your row. | often use a paper clip or a safety pin for
Waste yarfior knitting the heel feaq testing sock)size

Blunt tapestry needle (not shown)

1 Size 12.75 mmgrochet hook (not shown)
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Stitch gauge:

Using thiongtail casbn (or whichever eastyou prefergast on 3itches andikaswatclat | east 26
Measure the number of stitches in two Wmhasould have20stitches/2 inchesfor the larger size, or22
stitches/2 inches for the smaller sizeThe correct gauge igery important for a proper fit.

Instructions:

A Small Glossary of Terms:

k knit
p purl
M make a stitch

k2tog knit two stitches together
p2tog purl two stitches together
ssk slip two stitches knitwise individually, then knit them together through the back of the |
ssp slip two stitches knitwise individually, then purl them together through the front of the |

pm place stitch marker
sl slip a stitch purlwise
Casting On

Make a slip knot approximatgydntoCC yarnHook your slip knot otv@o DP needlessling the lorgl
casbnovertwo DP needlésr whichever cast you prefemast o080 stitbes.

Knitting the Cuff:

Distribute your 80 stitches evenly over 4 needles (20 stitches teoanmegdieg. needles into a circle, join the
stitches itheround, being careful not to twist the stitches (otherwise you will end up with & Jn@titastsock
your detachable stitch marker at the bagdipaurgow, to keep track. Move this marker down as yoyomork, so
donot get confused.

Begin knitting in the following pattern:
1 *k2, ®2* repeatintil the end of the row.
1 Continue this 2xBbing for 5 more rows (6 rows total).

After completing the ribbikigt arincrease row, increasieghnumbeif gtitches from 80 to 9@ tbhis by knitting
the following pattern:

1 *k5, ML*, repeat until the end of the row

Once you increase youhstincint to 96, rearrange your stitches onto 3 needles, with 32 stitches on each need
a stitch marker 16 stitches in on each needle. Your knitting should now be divided into six equal sections of
each.



Youhare now reached the Iagtem! Find your logo pattern (cutadnoluiape it to a small piece of canfiyoard
need to) and be prepared to follow it. This next row will start at Row 2 of your liogegsséeynyour logo
may call for ®(antbr CC2) at this paintvhen you find you have taadadiditional color{s),sure to strand
the non-knitted color along the back fairly loosely. You knitting should i eflat (it should not

pucker), and youshould be able to stretch the stranded knittingslightly beyond its normal knitted
tension. Try not to let any one stand hang loose for longer than-® stitches. In those cases, wrap the
stranded yarn with the knitted yarn, so the loose threads stay close to the fabric

An example of stranding in the cuff along the inside  (wrong side) of the
fabric. Notice that the MC (orange) is twisted in every 3 -6 stitches.

Knit thenext fewowsas ftlows:
1 *KnitRow 2 of logo patterd,d C*, repeatintil the end of the row (a total of six times). Thisis a 16
stitch repeat, and should end either at a stitch marker or the end of a needle.
1 KnitRows 3d50f the logo gatn in a similartiam: *kitrow of logo patters kf C*, repeatintil
the end of the row.
1 Asyou knit Row 16, decrease to 93 stitches akB)IoWEC, k2tdgrepeat until the end of the row.
There will be three repeats total, one per needle.
Your final cuff shouldklsomething like this:
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An example of the cuff

After you he finished the cuff, now would be a good time to check that your sodit witactunglfrom the

first stitch of your row, thread all of your stitches onto your wesste yaentapestry needie to pull the cuff

over your heel and ankle. It might be a little snug over your heel, but the point is, it should fit. (dd is too tigh
not worry, this has happened to médrtoahother gauge swatchrgarineedles with 18 stitcheslz$or the

larger size, or 20 stitches/2 inches for the smaller skdn e n g 0 bandtky agaio. ldaeSd, set i n g
thread your knitting back onto your needles and move onto the leg.



How to do FESTIVE KNITTING :
1. Examine your pattern line carefully. If you have any MC stitches in your row, start with them. Knit each &@he
stitches, and slip each of the @@d CC2stitches as ifo purl. Slip stitches all thevay to the end of thimgo pattern.

4 Sl

Knit the MC stitches in your row. Slip any stitches that are supposedto  be CC.

2. Turn your work around so that you are looking at the ingideng side)of the sock; now you cgourl. (You should
notice that, from this side, your Gd CCdine is now in the right place to purl.) Starting fréinis end of the logo
take your CC and CC2 linesd purl back along the logo, specifically into those stitches you had slipped, befibre
slipping the MC stitches you had previously kniV¥hen you have finished this row of the logo, turn your work and
slip the logo stitches once again. You will now be ready to continue the MC pattern.

Turn your work and purl the stitches you had slipped previously. Slip the stitches you had already knit with the MC.

NOTE: BE VERY CAREFUL TO KEEP YOUR TENSION LOOSE ENOUGH. IT IS VERY EASY TO MAKE
FESTIVE KNITTING P UCKER, ESPECIALLY AT THE EDGES.

But what if my CC and CdRhe is at the wrong end and | have no MC stitches irteéhen logo pattermow. Should | just
slip all 12 sttches and purl back?
Good question. No. At thep or bottom of your logo, youelikely to run into a row where you need to do festive
knitting, but it looks like you shoulstrand across 12 stitches, whistioo far. In that case (see the pictartelow),
make a point of twisng the CCand CC2%arn around the MC yarn every&3stitchesas you purl. Additionally, make
sure to pull your MC yarn tight(ish) behind your CC and CC2 yarn after you have caught your stitches.

Twist CC
with MC

- . 4"'- o 3
1. Slip all the team logo stitches. 2. Catch your MC yarn with 3. Purl a few stitches, holding 4. Twist the CC with the caught MC.
your first purled CC stitch. the caught MC loosely. Purl a few more stitches. Repeat 4.




Knitting the Leg:
Sart from theeginning of your round and asoféllows:
1.

Start with Row 1 of your team logo. (You shkuiktirg alreadytvCC
[and maybe CC2] ball Am)ttikam logo (over 12 stitchieanding MC
pm,(with MC)K3, p 3 4, k3(NO STRANDING OF CC), attacla@@
CC2)ball B anchk next team logo (over 12 stitsltresiding MCpm, ‘
(with MC) [, p1F 4, k3(NO STRANDING OF CC), attacle@C CC2) |salt &
ball C anchk next team logo (over 12 stitstiesiding MCpm, (with MC) [SE5
[k3, p1} 4, k3(NO STRANDING OF CC). You should now be carryi '
separate lines of @ad CC2pne(two)for eah column of logo, but only |
the MC should be stranded behind the logos.
When you come to the logos on Row 2, you will find that yeuar@@ lirie
the far side. This may seem like a problem, but this is whesevwydmnising. Read the

instructins in the boa see howis done.

Complete Row 2 as follows: *veani logo using festive knitting with the appropriate individual CC (&
CC2) yarnwith MC) [k3, p2]4, k3, repeatntil the end of the row. There will be thesgsréptal,

one per needle.

Complete Row 3 as followsit t&am logo normally with the appropriateuad®gand CC2) yarn,

(with MC) [k3, p2]4, k3, repeatintil the end of the row.

Alternately repesitep8. and 4. for even add rows of the team logo pattern, unéaahuRow 16

(you will end with St&p.

Repedbterd. three more times, for a total of 4 repeats of the log¥@attem.have ribbing running
where the pinstripes are suppose@d¢e gature abpv&Vhen the sock is completed, you will crochet
CC into these ribs to make the pinstripes.

Knitting the Heel Flap:
At the end of your fourth repeat tdgheam logo pattestart the hefthp Rearrangeur stitches as follows:

1
il

Needle liicluding the first team logo¥ti8thes. Removegtiech marker from this needle
Needle 4t8stitches

Set aside the removaibtd sharker for now.ut the remainingsticheon waste yarn
The hedlapbegins as follows:

T

If you have a CC2 straut it at this point withriaegh tailknit Row 1 of thiérstteam logo, then k18

of MC(to the end of Needle BYr this first rowtrand CC behind MC up to this @aawvill need it

in a minuje

Combine all stites not on tisaste ya onto one needl@Vhile worlng the heel flap, you should only
need two need)es.

Cut your MC, leaving-meh tailTurn your work and purl back witfo€@8stitchegheseashould be

all of your live stitches)

Using CC, wotke hedlapu si ng t he O0Eye dwhichtldols a Rtle liké kliptl g e 6
ribbing)

*sl1, k1*, repeaintil the end of the rowrn.

Sl1, p to end of rowurn.

Repeattepd. and 2twentyfour times, for a total of ferigght rows.

Repedbtepl. one final time.

PwnE



Your finaheel flap will look something like this:

An example of the heel flap

Turning the Heel:
Workas follows:

1.

©CoNoOOrWN

Cut ball A of CC, leavingrech tail. 3Bstitches purlwise, so yostaréing from the middle of the
row. Starting from the purl sidtly MC, p2tog, p2tog, pl, turn your work to start knitting in the
opposite direction (yes, | knovergdn the middle of the row).

You should now be lookinigesknit side. SKi, p1, sskkl, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the purl sigd.,K3)1h1,p2tog, pl, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the knit side, 8)k1,sskk1, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the purl side. K&l1pd2p2tog, k1, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the knit sid, 81 Kk2 sskpl, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the purl side. SlI1, p3, k1, p3, k2tog, p1, turn your work.

You now should be looking at the kniSKidpl, k3, p1, k3, ssp, k1, turn your work.

You now should be lookitigegpurl side.l1Spurli continuinghe 3k, 1patterr(as seen from the right
sideli until one stitch before noticempe thestitches (see the pidiedevy. P2tog acrossstgap,
pl, turn your work.

10.You now should be looking at th&denitld, kniti continuinghe 3k, 1patterr(as seen from the right

sidel until one stitch before noticempée thestiches (see the pichetvy. Sskacross this gap, k1,
turnyour work.

T he 0o gnahgebturning as you purl. The o0gap6 in heel tur

11.Repedbteps. and 1Quntil there are no stitchesdafting with Stép. Towards the end, you will

probably have to do a p2tog or ssk at the end ;ahikeséne. In the end, you will2estiches of
MC on your needle. Cangations! Yave successfully turned gdesethe pictuselowy!



An example of the turned heel

Knitting the Foot:

Knitting the foot consists of several parts. When you pick up your stitches around the heel, you will find you
more stitches than the number you need to go around your doet.ydinenifdecrease these extra stitches out in
gussets At the same time, you will begikng the areshapd fitted portion alotige bottom of the foot. (All of

this, of course, while ywaicontinuing the logo repeats for the remainihgntwsl cp

Workas follows:

1. Move the stitches held on the waste yarn to a@ewmeeitlg waste yarn

2. Starting from tleed of your turned heel, iswaneedle to pick up and 2®setitches along the side of the
heel flap, continuing tkeld pattern you already have in the heel . This should end up with a 3k adjoir
CC edge of the team logo. The final stitch between the heektitghaadrtre the waste yarn may
become | oose, so t wi s eforakhitting it (See pictuneeofrpimdmet flapt ¢ h ¢
stitches above).

3. Knit the first stitch from the waste yarn and transfer it to the previous olaxle 3ko Hil pattern
stitches are on the same needle.

Twist this
fcorner

An example of the picked  -up heel flap stitches

4. Knit the stitches formerly on the yasta follows Knit Row 1 of team logo (this should be a continuation
of the previous colymsing ball B of CC), pm, &3 4, k3in MG pm, knit Row 1 of team logo (this
should be a continuation of the previous asingball C of L&1 MC.

5. Use another nevedke to pick up and waskstitches along the final side of thapheeirroring the K31
pattern on the other side of the heel flap. Since the first stitch between the heel flajpcandtibe stitches
waste yarn miagcome se, twist this corner stitch once or twice before knitting it, as you did with the o
corner stitch. Transfer the final stitch of the stitches formerly on the waste yarn (the only MC stitch af
second team logo) onto this needle.

6. You should noav&our needles with stitches. \Wgekve stitches into the next needle (this should line up
with the center of the heel) and rearrange your needles as follows:

1 Needle 1: 40 stitches (from rough heel center to beginning of first team logo)
1 Needle 2: Zitches (from beginning of first team logo to rough center of top of foot, ¢
called thmstep)

8



1
1

Needle 3: 21 stitches (from rough center of instep to end of second team logo)
Needle 4: 39 stitches (from end of second team logo to rough heel center)

7. Plae your detachable stitch marker lined up with the first stitch of Needle 1 (at heel cersieouldThe stit
be a purl stitghThis is where your row will start from now.
8. To decrease your gusset:

a.

b.

First row:

1 Needle 1: Wotkek3, plpinstripe ptrn to one stitch from end of ne&lip the
last stitch to Needle 2.

1 Needle X2togwithin pattern (so that the pinstripe pattern stitch disappears behir
the team logo pattern). Finish team logo paté@).[k3, pE] 2, k2

1 Needle 3n MC K1[p1, k3] 2. Knit first 11 stitches of team logo. Slip last stitch of
team logo knitwise. Slip first stitch of Needle 4 to Nitsde 3 Knit these
stitches together through the back of the loosbkinaskhe pinstripe pattern
stitch disapprs behind the team logo pattern).

1 Needle 4: Wotke k3, ppinstripe pattern.
Second row: Wophkttern.

Example of decre asing gusset on left side Example of decreasing gusset on right side

9. Worksix rows of gusset decreaSé=sp8. a. and b.) before you start to inclugteltteghaping The arch
shaping occurs on the undersidé aftheé and creates a bias stitch
foot inaway hat storbought socks neved doNorkthe arch shaping as fo(is MC, of codk

a.

-

Workthe seventh row of gusset decrease until five stitchesdrofiiNeedle 4. Pm,

ssk(l know this seems like it should be &®urlipurlwis€you should be at the end

of Needle 4).

At the beginning of Needle {yqir center bottom stitch),gddwisek3,k2tog (I

know this seems like it should bg, gopur

Continue woitkg the next row of your gusset decrease (this will be Row 8. b.). Wher
come back to the bottom, continue your pattern through to th&freatkermarker,

pl, knit the knit stitches and purl the purl stitches untih drefsttthe next marker,
thenpl.

Continue wortkg the next row of your gusset decrease (this will be Row 8. a.), until o
stitch before the marker on Needle 4. Move marker one stitch to the right by slippin
stitchesSsk k3, p1, M1knitwise At thebeginning of Needle 1,Nd1knitwise, p1,

k3 k2tog, movinghe marker to just after the ksitmip.

WorkStep. again.

Continue wortkg the next row of your gusset decrease (this will be Row 8. a.), until o
stitch before the marker on Needlewve rivarker one stitch to thebighlipping
stitchesSsk k3, p1, k1, M1 knitwisAtthe beginning of Needle 1, p1, M1 knitwise,

k1, p1, k3k2tog, movinghe marker to just after the ksttup.

WorkStepe. again.



h. Continue wonkg the next rovf your gusset decrease (this will be Row 8. a.), until one
stitch before the marker on Needle 4. Move marker one stitchotp Shyepirgint
stitchesSsk work the k3, gdattern that is emerging to the end of theMgedlthe
appropriate stitstyldéo continue the pattern. At the beginning ofiNpédM1 in
the appropriate stitch style to continue the pattern, work fizt&B) tiat is
emerging to osgtch before the mark&tpg, movinghe marker to just after the k2tog
stitd. (See pictures of thepinstriped version above.)

i. Continuet8ps g. and h. until you can 20stitchebetweenyour center bottom
stitch and your markers. (You will finish your archetoapiymu finish your gusset
decreases.)

Move marker to the righ t one stitch, and k2tog.

M1

On Needle 1, k1, M1. Work to one stitch before the marker, ssk,
moving the marker to the  left.

10.Continua. ad b. irSteB. until yolnave decreased® stitches total removing stitch markers when
appropriate

After you finish tgasset decreases, continusmgvtnk foot ovdrose32 stitches until you have added another four
repeats of the team logenpat There should be nine repeats total along the two long columns: one in the cuff -
in the leg + four in the fobBinish your final row at the bottom of the foot, at the end of Needle 4.

Knitting the Toe:
To even out your stitches, shift one stitch from Needle 2 to Needle 1 and one stitch from Needle 3 to Needle
know wehave just stolen stitches from the team logos!) You should now have as follows:

1 Needle 1: 21 stitches
1 Needle 2: 21 stitches
1 Needle 3: 20 stitches
1 Needle 4: 20 stitches

1C



Continueagur patterantil the end of Needle 1, making sure to knit itehlasCstas it is part of the team logo
column. Cut your MC (@edsibly CC2) yarn, leavinmeh4tail. Move your detachable stitch marker to between
Needle 1 and Needle 2, as our round will now be starting from here. Starting fromg\egdld\y2Cahdknit
the following decreases:
1. Knit entire row.
2. Knit as follows:
A Needle 2: K1, ssk, knit to end.
A Needle 3: Knit to last three stitches, k2tog, k1.
A Needle 4: K1, ssk, knit to end.
A Needle 1: Knit to last three stitches, k2tog, k1.
3. Repedbtepd. and 2. until 42 stitches remain.
4. Repedbtef®. until 22 stitches remain.

Slip the stitches from Needle 3 to Needle 2, and the stitches from Needle 4 to Needle 1. You should have t
with 11 stitches each. Cut the CC yarn, leawnufptaill2Thread the-itith tail onto the tapestry needle and use
theKitchener Stitch (see the babovgto graft the toeAfterwards, turn the sock inside out and use the tapestry
needle to weave in any remaining loose ends, remembering toigieit thitcssetight.

The Kitchener Stitch: Repeat steps-4 until all thre stitches are grafted together
(Examples shown in waste yarn for clarity.)

1. Passthe tapestry needle through the first stitch or 2. Slide the tapestry needle through the next stitch on tf
the front needle as if tknit. Drop that stitch off the front needle as if tpurl. Leave this stitch on the needle
needle and pull the yarn through.

3. Pass the tapestry mie through the first stitch on 4. Slidethe tapestry needle through the next stitch on th
the back needle as if fourl. Drop that stitch off the back needle as if tonit. Leave this stitch on the needle
needle and pull the yarn through.
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Attaching the Pinstripes:

If youhave been knitting festive knitting socks with pigstilpes probably noticed there are only purled divots
where té pinstripes are supposeelJto This is where you put in the pinstripes. Take ball C of CC and the croc
hook and, using single crochet, crochet a chain of CC stitches down each row of purl stitches. At the edge
shaping, you will find you are crocheting owreofirnbastitchlike stitches, but it will lie just fine if you keep to the
outside of the adjoining knitted line in the arch shaping. Crochet all of the longest lines first, and then croch
shorter lines abutting them; this makes for a srokotAédpbe prepared to weave in many, mangstiyaads

gq as each crocheted linaupesdtwo cut ends (at leassttiagt way | did it). On the other hand, you end up with
lovely stretchy socks, and the pinstripes look wondedlnveliieswtorth it in the end

Example s of crocheting pinstripes

Photographs by Laurel Rachmeler, Meredith Davey, and Pamela Batchelor.
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